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1. Take a look at how particle verbs 
arrived in English 

2. Offer numerous activities and 
plans for giving students the 
chance to learn them. 

 

 

 

Goals 



But first, a quiz... 

You will see 7 True/False 
polls on your screen. 
Some are fact, some opinion. 
Try them out. 



Phrasal verb is the correct 
term, although some use 

multiword verb, two-
word verb, particle verb, 

or party verb. 

False 

Quiz:  True or False Questions 



PVs are relatively new to 
English, appearing in the 

last 120 years. 

Quiz:  True or False Questions 

False 

Portraits from Wikipedia commons 



A phrasal verb makes for 
one semantic unit.  If you 
take a way any part, the 

meaning will usually 
change. 

Quiz:  True or False Questions 

True 



Many PVs have a one-
word synonym, such as 

take off and remove. 

Quiz:  True or False Questions 

True 



Swedish also has a 
sizeable number of 

phrasal verbs. 

True 

Quiz:  True or False Questions 



We should keep phrasal 
verbs away from 

beginning leaners until 
they have reached a 
satisfactory level of 

English. 

Opinion Poll 



Phrasal Verbs are easy. 

Opinion Poll 



 
 

What are  
Phrasal verbs? 

 



Identify the verbs in these 
two sentences: 

1. We tried but couldn’t figure out 
any solution. 

2. He wrote his aunt a thank-you 
letter, just to get it over with. 

 

 

 



My friend’s response 
(She has written and published 

two novels): 

1. We tried but couldn’t figure out 
any solution. 

2. He wrote his aunt a thank-you 
letter, just to get it over with. 

 

 

 



Thinking lexically... 

1. We tried but couldn’t figure out 
any solution. 

2. He wrote his aunt a thank-you 
letter, just to get it over with. 

 

 

 



Phrasal Verbs... 

are made of a main verb 
followed by particles, e.g. 

figure out 
come up with 
steer clear of 



The words combine to make a 
new meaning, often 
independent of the separate 
parts.  Thus, 

main verb particle new meaning 

tell apart distinguish one thing from 

another 

shut up stop talking 

kick out expel 



 

Deep roots: 
How did we get these 

phrasal verbs? 



Romans leave 

Viking Invasions 

Norman invasion 

Map from wikipedia commons 

Viking invasions  

Norman Invasion 



A Brief History of English 

410 
 

Romans leave 

450 
 

700-1000 
 1066 
 

Anglos, Saxons, and Jutes 

Viking Invasions 

from Mother Tongue, Bill Bryson 

Norman invasion 



pictures from Wikipedia commons 

Vikings 

Do not forget our cookbooks! 

Normans 



Sometimes French words 

replaced Germanic words 

crime 

firen 

Sometimes they 

combined 

gentleman 

Sometimes two words 

survive 

royal 

kingly 

 

Examples from wordorigins.org 

and David Crystal 

Post Norman Conquest: 
Middle English 



Comparing Pairs 
1. exit (e.g. a taxi) 

2. tolerate  

3. extinguish (e.g., a 

fire, a match) 

4. resemble 

5. transform 

6. cancel 

7. activate (a light) 

8.  Ridicule, mock 



1. exit (e.g. a taxi) get out of 

2. tolerate  put up with 

3. extinguish (e.g., a 

fire, a match) 

put out 

4. resemble look like 

5. transform turn into 

6. cancel call off 

7. activate (a light) turn on / switch on 

8.  ridicule make fun of 

Comparing Pairs 

What differences do you notice between the columns? 



Possibly 1/3 of English 
verbs are phrasal   

Wei Li, Xiuhong Zhang, Cheng Niu, Yuankai Jiang, Rohini Srihari 



 
 

Teaching Party Verbs 



The Whole Thing 

Get students to focus on seeing the 
whole thing:  the verb and the 
particles together. 

 



Think “learning” 

Instead of “teaching,” allow 
students the chance to learn, by 
exploring how phrasal verbs are 
used. 

 

Provide a huge variety of activities. 
 



Beware Grammarocity* 

An unrestrained zeal for applying--
and especially explaining--grammar 
rules even when they are confusing 
or inaccurate. 

 

*This word doesn’t officially exist--yet. 



 Repetition 
We learn language through 

repetition.  The English 
teacher’s perpetual goal, then, 
is to expose learners to a huge 
amount of repeated language 
forms while keeping things 
fresh.  The key, of course, is 

variety. 



 
 

Varied Activities 

 



Polls 
Ideas in Variety 

 

 

 

 

Three polls will appear on the 
screen in a moment. 
 
Please take part. 



Brainstorm & Poll 
Ideas in Variety 

 

 

 

 

If you want to lose weight,  
what foods should you  

cut back on? 



Ordering 
Ideas in Variety 

 

 

 

 



Songs 
 

Ideas in Variety 

 

 

 

 

You are going to hear a song called 
“Do You Wanna Eat Out or 
Do You Wanna Eat In?”  



Spoken word 
 

Listening 

 

 

 

 

Gather clips from movies, radio,  
podcasts--your own recordings.   
Authentic are the best.  
Especially unscripted authentic. 

“The Neighbor’s Dog” 



Pre-listening 

 

 

 

 

This story is about two neighbors (one of 
whom feels bad) a dog, and a “replacement 
dog.” 
 

 

What on earth could this story be about? 
 
Any theories? 

“The Neighbor’s Dog” 



My next-door neighbor is a really sweet 
lady, but whenever we (1)______  
people, she introduces me as the woman 
who (2) _______ her dog.  And it’s 
true.  I did (3) ________ her dog, and I 
(4) ______ about it.  But what she 
never says is that she bought a 
replacement dog, and she herself  

(5) _______ that other dog.  She never 
(6) _____ that ___ when she 
introduces me to people. 



My next-door neighbor is a really sweet 
lady, but whenever we (1) meet people, 
she introduces me as the woman who 
(2) ran over her dog.  And it’s true.  I did 
(3) run over her dog, and I (4) felt bad 
about it.  But what she never says is that 
she bought a replacement dog, and she 
herself (5) ran over that other dog.  She 
never (6) brings that up when she 
introduces me to people. 
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www.ETseverywhere.com 



Make Board Games 
Ideas in Variety 

 

 

 

 



Phrasal Verb  
PowerPoint Game 

Ideas in Variety 

 

 

 

 



Last Night Liz 
Ideas in Variety 

 

 

 

 



Mime Guessing Game 

Ideas in Variety 



Picture Drawing 

Ideas in Variety 

 

 

 

 



Picture Drawing 
Ideas in Variety 

 

 

 

 

U____      t__    cows    c____   h_____ 

Useful for very  
colorful idioms too! 



Exaggerate the Mental 
Picture 

Ideas in Variety 

 

 

 

 

Memory experts suggest the wilder,  
more exaggerated an image, 
the easier it is to remember. 



Conversation Cards 



 
 

Exploring 

 

Part V: Activities 



start exploring.  Give students a chance to 
guess--and therefore a chance to show that 
they misunderstand.  In the end, it is the 
degree of student involvement which is 
important.  Exploring in pairs, in groups, and 
with the teacher is more exciting and more 
helpful than any explanation given by the 
teacher.”  

Michael Lewis, The English Verb 

“Stop explaining, 



Compare 

 

 

They cut up the tree 
 

 

 

Ideas in Variety 

 

 

They cut down the tree 
 

 

 



Compare 

 

 

They cut up 
 the tree 
 

 

 

Ideas in Variety 

 

 

They cut down  
the tree 
 

 

 



Print-Rich Environment 

Ideas in Variety 

 Make a word wall 
 Put PV drawings up 
 Collect student drawings.   
 Make a little magazine 
 Collect student art.  Scan them.  
Create your own archive 
 

 

 



Use Google to explore 
collocations 

1.  Put quotation marks around 
your search subject. 

e.g. “come down with” 

 

2.  Make your own concordances 





Discussions search:  “stocked up on” 



News search:  “come down with” 



Google Research Student Activity 



Google Research Student Activity 





Polls… 

www.wordle.net 



www.wordle.net 

He was in a car accident but pulled 

through. 

They blew out a tire driving through 

The desert 

Sometimes I feel as though  

my body is falling apart 



Part V 
Conclusions 

 



1. Phrasal verbs are easy and fun-- if 
your activities are easy and fun 

2. Go for variety 

4. Repeat phrasal verbs often 

5.  Think student action, not teacher 
explaining 

 

 

Summing Up 



1. Guide to Varied phrasal verb activities 
(with list of 100 phrasal verbs) 

2. “Do you Wanna Eat Out” and  

“The Neighbor’s Dog” from  

2. English Teachers Everywhere  

web site. 

4.   Phrasal Verb PowerPoint game 

 

 

Available to you 

www.etseverywhere.com 



End of Webinar Poll 

 

 

 

 


